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The Purge Threat: A major
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This decision is transferred to the users.
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Interfacing with the Purge Threat
Publication

On purge threat, a long list of affected files is.
published. People don't read this list.
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The user is not informed about how serious the purge
threat really is. Important files are mixed with

unimportant files in a long list of file names.

@ System triggers a purge when
almost out of space. System
notifies users to read the list of
files affected and decide whether

Scope to keep the files. This is the
It is difficult to determine the scope of the threat. Pul:ge Threat: the threat of ® Decision-making
People may miss their files among other peoples’ having files deleted. surrounding the purge
files in the published list. threat.
Strategies for addressing the
Purge Threat
Participants’ methods
1) Analyze and move manually to tape;
2) Use a script to move files automatically to
tape;
3) Refresh the timestamp on files with touch
(postpone the problem and put colleagues’
r files at risk).
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Why do we archive?

Motivation for archiving

1) Need to keep all data that resulted in a decision
2) Parallel storage system is not backed up

3) Parallel storage system runs out of space

Conclusions

1) The system is difficult to use, resulting in
deliberate subversion.

2) Moving files manually requires awareness of
important files; fosters understanding that
archival storage is expensive.

3) Keeping files local (not in archive) is preferred
because archival storage is very slow.

4) ltis difficult for users to determine the extent of
the purge threat.
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